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INTRODUCTION

More than 2,60 million hectares of vegetables were grown in the Euro-
pean Union (27 countries) in 2006, and most of them were cultivated in
Spain and lialy (36%) (FAOSTAT, 2007). In Spain, approximately 395,000
hectares were used for growing vegetables in 2006. Increasing the prof-
itability of agricultural farms is a prime objective of agriculural and eco-
nomic models in these countries. To achieve this goal, researchers have con-
centrated on increasing the technology used on the farms and employing
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